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The Presentation

Some history

Mission and task of MONA

The report of MONA with requirements

Follow up of the requirements

Preparing the future 
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A disposal facility for radioactive waste

is a technical story
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98 47

Best technical site = best solution 1994 
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1998: New approach
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Three partnerships

1999  - 2003

1999: Dessel starts “STOLA”
2000: Mol starts “MONA”
2003: Fleurus-Farcienne: “PALOFF”

70 volunteers represent their municipality
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The mission

of MONA:
Is a category A disposal site 

for radioactive waste in Mol

socially and technically 

acceptable?



MONA started

• A non profit organisation

• General assembly (2x/year) + “Bestuursorgaan” 
(monthly) with Political, economical and social 

actors

• 4 working groups

– Siting & design

– Environment & health

– Safety

– Local development
9
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From research to a decision...

9 feb

2000

2000
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MONA continues after hesitation

• 3 permanent working groups

– Follow-up of the disposal project

– Local development

– General nuclear aspects

• cAt-steering group: members of NIRAS, MONA, 
STORA and the mayors of Mol and Dessel, to 
steer the cAt-disposal project.

• Participation in joint working groups: 3xG, Tabloo, 
emergency planning, environmental 
management , living memory
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Safety

Employment

+ retain of 

knowhow

Emergency

planning
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Participation
Environment

+ Health
Local Fund
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safety
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From design to production...

Jan

2013
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2013

1 feb

2019

Feb

2019
2023

NIRAS

Submits

safetyfile

300
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Optimised

Safetyfile

To FANC

First
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sites
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Organisations promoting MONA

are supported
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MONA 3.0

Challanges for

the future of

The partnerships



Conclusion

• 22 years of MONA learned that stakeholder 

involvement is possible.

• Critical questions can receive honest answers.

• It is difficult but possible to find volunteers

• Stakeholders can contribute to a complex 

project.

• Some are member for 22 years but a shorter 

engagement is also useful. 
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Thank you for your attention!

Questions ?


